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M. Barrere took the same line in Rome. The Genoa
conference was about to take place, but Bonomi was fated to
miss it, as Nitti had missed Spa.1
Once the crisis had begun Giolitti and Nitti exerted them-
selves to settle it, but as they both wanted to be the deus ex
machina of the new government their efforts cancelled each
other out. For his part, Don Sturzo, the secretary of the
Popolari, renewed his ban against Giolitti. The Bonomi
cabinet resigned and in the course of negotiations for a
solution, Giolitti, De Nicola, Orlando were eliminated in
turn. In face of this difficulty the king refused to accept the
cabinet's resignation, but asked Bonomi to go before the
Chamber to obtain a vote which would show clearly what
form the new government should take. On February 16
Bonomi accepted a motion of confidence, the first part of
which emphasized £ the necessity of giving back to the
country the conditions without which all classes cannot live
peaceably side by side, with a respect for freedom of labour
and organization, and in obedience to the law '. This was
drawn up by the reformist, Celli, with the idea of embarrass-
ing the fascists and forcing them into opposition, which would
allow the formation of a majority from which they would be
excluded, and give the definite lead which had been sought
in vain for months.
Speaking for the socialists, Modigliani said that he would
vote in favour of the first part of the motion, but would
refuse to give a vote of confidence in the government.
Mussolini understood Celli's aims perfectly, and took the
offensive. He drew attention to the contradiction between
the c maximalist' decisions of the last socialist congress, and
the present acceptance of * all classes living peaceably side
by side ' and ofc obedience to the law \ On behalf of the
entire right wing he too, accepted the first part of the motion,
which was passed by 388 votes to 11. Thus he once more
managed to prevent the voting in the Chamber from
pointing the way to the formation of any new government.
After this the fascists could, without any risk, support the
socialists in refusing confidence in the Bonomi cabinet.
The crisis continued, the longest known in Italy since 1860.
1 Pp. 63-63.

